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iiLiinLMal 250 is corrcclcd to 248 and number 2M is added. 

Regardmg Figs. 1 and 7, the stationary eonlaels H)2, 103, 1 lo and I 12 are shoun 
eonsistently. Particularly, the contacts 1 10 and 1 12 are angled as is readil\ apparent. The eontaels 
1 02 and 1 03 are similarly angled although the portion that is angled is not \ isible in Fig. 1 being that 
it is a perspective view and the angled portion is below the portion receiv ing the screw . 

By this amendment, the serial number for the applications referred to on the first page 
of the specification are added. 

Claims 18, 22 and 31 are corrected in view of the objection thereto. 

Claims 17, 20, 22 and 32 are corrected to prox ide proper antecedents w here noted. 
As such, the rejection of claim 1 7, 20-26 and 32-38 should be w ithdrawn. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 1. 2, 5-7, 10, 11 and 14 as obx ious o\ er 
Drcxler et al. U.S. Patent No. 4,443,675 in view of Lacan U.S. Patent No. 3,324,270. 

Claim 1 , as amended, specifies a mo\ able contact for use in a contact block assemblx . 
The movable contact comprises a substantially flat body portion extending from a first end to a 
second end. A first contact portion is coupled to the first end of the substantiall\' flat bod\ portion. 
The first contact portion has a first pair of contact fingers. Fach contact finger of the first pair of 
contact fingers has an inclined portion leading to a contact surface w hich is substantialK' parallel to 
and facing aw ay from the plane of the substantially flat body portion. The second contact portion 
is coupled to the second end of the substantially flat bodv portion. The second ci^ntact portion ha.s 
a second pair of contact fingers. Fach contact finger of the second pair of contact fingers has an 
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inclined portion leading lo a contact surface which is suhstantially parallel to and faeniu away troni 
ri plane of the substantially Hal body portion, 

I he cited references, as combined, do not disclose or suggest an inclined portion of 
a mo\ able contact leading to a contact surface w hich is substantially parallel to and facing a\\ a\ 
from a plane of a substantially flat body portion. 

Drexler et al. is cited for disclosing an inclined portion leading to a contact surface 
parallel to a substantially flat body portion. However, the contact surface faces tow aid a plane of 
the substantially flat body portion. Lacan discloses a pair of contact fingers on a substantially tlal 
body portion. Therefore, it does not disclose the deficiencies noted with respect to Drexler. B\ 
ha\ ing the contact surface facing aw'ay from a plane of the substantially flat body portion, greater 
contact arrangements are possible. For example, the contact can be mounted w ith another contact 
in a back to back configuration. Such an arrangement is not disclosed or suggested in either of the 
cited references. Therefore, claim 1 and its dependent claims 2 and 5 are not obv ious and the 
rejection is improper. 

Independent claim 6 specifies a pusher assembly tor use in a contact block assemblx 
comprising an elongate housing portion and a window formed transversely through the housing 
portion. A moveable contact is positioned w ithin the w mdow . 

Neither of the cited references discloses or suggests a pusher assembK with an 
elongate housing portion and a w indow formed trans\ ersely through the housing portion. 

in the action, the examiner indicates that Drexler et al. discloses a housing w ith a 
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wiiKlou . It IS not apparent that any window is provided in clement 8 of Drexlcr el al. In any cv ent. 
there clearly is no elongate housing portion with a window Ibrnicd transversely through the housum 
portion. The deficiencies arc not present in Lacan. Therefore, no combination of the references 
results in the claimed invention. Claim 6 and its dependent claims 7 and 10 are not obvious. 

Claim 1 1 specifies a pusher assembly for use in a contact block assembly comprising 
a pusher and first and second movable contacts each having a substantially flat body portion and 
pairs of contact fingers each having an inclined portion and a contact surnice. The substanlialK Hal 
body portions of the first and second movable contacts are positioned back to back. 

Neither of these references discloses first and second movable contact adjacent to one 
another w ithin a pusher with substantially flat body portions being positioned back to back. Drexler 
et al. discloses muUiple movable contacts physically spaced from one another. In fact, the contacts 
could not be mounted with their substantially flat portions back to back as this would result in the 
contact pads very close to one another sandwiching a fixed contact. Such a construction is believed 
impractical and is clearly not contemplated by Drexler et al. For these reasons, claim 1 1 and its 
dependent claim 14 are not obvious. 

For the above reasons, claims 1,2, 5-7, ID, 1 1 and 14 are allowable and withdrawal 
of the rejection is requested. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 3, 4, 8, 9 , 12 and 13 as obv ious ox er 
Drexler et al. and Lacan and further in view of Hall et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,1 14,639. 

These claims depend from mdependent claims 1,6 and 1 1 discussed abox e. Hall et 
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al. docs iiol disclose or suggest the deficiencies noted with respect to Drexler et al. and Lacan. 
I hcrcfore. claims 3, 4, 8, 9, 12 and 13 are not obvious and withdrawal ofthe rejection is requested. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claim 15 as anticipated by Nielsen et al. U.S. 
Patent No. 3,505,625. 

Claim 15, as amended, specifies a pusher assembly for use in a contact block 
assembly. The pusher assembly comprises a pusher and a window extending through the pusher. 
A first movable contact is positioned within the w indow\ A second moveable contact is positioned 
back to back w ith the first moveable contact within the window. 

Nielsen et al do not disclose or suggest a wqndow^ extending through a pusher w ith 
first and second moveable contacts positioned back to back within the window. Instead, Nielsen et 
ah discloses movable contacts spaced apart within a contact carrier. Because Nielsen et al. do not 
disclose each and every element of the claim, arranged as in the claim, there is no anticipation. 
Moreover, any obviousness rejection would be improper as the moveable contacts would not operate 
as intended if they were mounted back to back. 

For the above reasons, claim 1 5 is believed allowable and withdraw al of the rejection 

IS requested. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 16 and 1 7 as obvious over Nielsen et al. 
m view of Lacan. Claims 16 and 17 depend from claim 15. The deficiencies with respect to Nielsen 
et al. are noted above. Lacan docs not disclose or suggest the deficiencies. Iherefore. no 
combination results m the claimed invention nor w^ould the claimed invention be obv ious therefrom . 
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1-or ihc above reasons, claims 10 and 17 arc bclic\cd allowable and uilhdraual of 
the rejection is requested. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claim 1 8 as ob\ lous oxer Nielsen el al. and Hall 
et al. Claim 18 depends from claim 15. The deficiencies with respect to Nielsen et al. are noted 
abo\ e. Hall etal. do not disclose or suggest these deficiencies. Therefore, the combination does not 
result m the claimed invention. Nor is the claimed invention obvious. 

For the above reasons, claim 1 8 is beliexed allowable and w ithdrau al of the reiection 

is requested. 

Applicant traverses the rejection of claims 15 and 19-21 as anticipated by Mading 
U.S. Patent No. 3,436,497. 

Claim 1 5 is discussed above. Mading does not disclose or suggest first and second 
movable contacts back to back w ithin a window of a pusher. Instead, Mading discloses first and 
second moxable contacts spaced apart from one another. The device would not operate if the 
movable contacts were back to back. 

Because Mading does not disclose each and every element of claim 1 5, arranged as 
in the claim, there is no anticipation and the rejection is improper. Moreo\ er, because Mading dt^es 
not suggest mov able contacts being mounted back to back, any ob\ iousness rejection w ould also be 
improper. 

f\)r the aboxe reasons, claims 15 and dependent claims 19-21 arebelie\ed allowable 
and w ithdrawal of the rejection is requested. 
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Applicant lra\erscs ihc rejection ofclainis 27 and 3 1 as anticipated b\ Nielsen el al 

Claim 27 specifics a method ofassembling a pusher assembly ha\ mg a mo\ablc 
contact. The method comprises inserting a first mo\ able contact into a pusher, inserting a second 
mo\ able contact into the pusher and retaining the first movable contact and the second mo\ able 
conlact back to back within the pusher by a spring. 

Nielsen et al. do not disclose or suggest such a method. Particularly, a first and 
second mov able contact are not retained back to back within a pusher by a spring. Instead, a spring 
maintains first and second movable contacts in spaced apart relationship. 

Because Nielsen et al. do not disclose or suggest each and every element ofclaim 27, 
or dependent claim 3 1 , there is no anticipation and the rejection is improper. Moreox er, Nielsen et 
al. do not suggest mounting contacts back to back as doing so would render the dev ice inoperatix e. 
Iherefore, any obviousness rejection would also be improper. 

For the above reasons, claims 27 and 31 arc believed allow able and w ithdrawal of 
the rejection is requested. 

Applicant notes the allowability of claims 28-30. Claims 28 and 29 are rew ritten m 
independent form so that they along with dependent claim 30 should now be allow ed. 

Reconsideration of the application and allowance and passage to issue are requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A c t / yv - 

F. William McLaughlin. Registration No, 32.2".'- 
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Dated: ' - , ; 
Wood. Phillips, Kal/ 

Clark & Moriimcr 
500 West Madison, Suite 3800 
Chicago, Illinois 6066! 
(312) 876-1800 
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Marked up version 

C ross-Reference to Related Patent Applications 

The present U.S. palenl application having at least one common in\ cntor as 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No.[ 1 09/961,155 entitled ^^System 

and Method for Auxiliary Contact Assembly" [{2001P1 7284US)], and 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No.[ 1 09/96 U 159 entitled ^^System 

and Method for Auxiliary Contact Assembly and Snap Mounting" [(2001 PI 72S3US)]. and 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. [ 1 09/961,162 entitled ^^System 

and Method for Mounting a Pusher and Moveable Contact in a Contact Block" 
[(2001 P17288US)], and 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. [ 1 09/96 U 156 entitled "System 

and Method for Mounting a Moveable Contact in a Contact Block"[(2001 PI 7289US)], and 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. [ 1 09/^)61,158 entitled "Contact 

Block Assembly and Method of Assembling a Contact Block Assembly"[2001Pl 7279US)]. and 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No.[ 1 09/961,161 entitled "Pusher 

Assembly and Method of Assembling a Pusher Assembly [2001 PI 7280)]. 

w hich are filed with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office concurrently on September 2 1 . 2001 . 

the entirety of each being incorporated herein by reference. 
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In the ( laims 

1 . ( Amended) A movable contact for use m a contact block assembly, said 
nK)\ able contact comprising: 

a substantially flat body portion extending from a first end to a second end. 

a first contact portion coupled to said first end of said substantially flat body 
portion, said first contact portion having a first pair of contact fingers, each contact finger of said 
first pair of contact fingers having an inclined portion leading to a contact surface which is 
substantially parallel to and facing away from a plane of said substantially flat body poilion; and 

a second contact portion coupled to said second end of said substantially fiat body 
portion, said second contact portion having a second pair of contact fingers, each contact finiier 
of said second pair of contact fingers having an inclined portion leading to a contact surface 
which is substantially parallel to and facing away Irom a plane of said substantially fiat body 
portion. 



6. (Amended) A pusher assembly for use in a contact block assembly 

comprising: 

an elongate [a] housing portion; 

a window formed transversely through [in] said housing portion; and 
a movable contact positioned w ithin said window, said mo\ able contact 
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comprising: 

a substantially flat body portion extending fron] a first end to a second end. 

a first contact portion coupled to said first end of said body portion, said lirst 
contact portion hav ing a first pair of contact fingers, each contact finger of said first pair of 
contact fingers having an inclined portion and a contact clement; and 

a second contact portion coupled to said second end of said body portion, said 
second contact portion having a second pair of contact fingers, each contact finger of said second 
pair of contact fingers having an inclined portion and a contact element. 

1 1 . (Amended) A pusher assembly for use m a contact block assembly 

comprising: 

a pusher; 

a first mo\ able contact positioned within said pusher and ha\ ing a substantiallv 
fiat bod\ portion extending from a first end to a second end, a first contact portion coupled to 
said first end of said body portion, said first contact portion ha\'ing a first pair of contact fingers, 
each contact finger of said first pair of contact fingers ha\ ing an inclined portion and a contact 
surface, and a second contact portion coupled to said second end of said bod\ portion, said 
second contact portion hav ing a second pair of contact fingers, each contact linger of said second 
pair of contact fingers having an inclined portion and a contact surface, and: 
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a scc(ind nun able conlacl adjacenl said first nun able contact w 



said pusher. 



said second nio\ able conlacl having a subslanlially Hat body portion extending troni a first end 
to a second end, a third contact portion coupled to said first end of said substantiallv Hat bod\ 
portion, said third contact portion having a third pair of contact fingers, each contact linger of 
said third pair of contact tlngers having an incHned portion and a contact surface: and a second 
contact portion coupled to said second end of said substantially flat body portion, said second 
contact portion ha\'ing a fourth pair of contact fingers, each contact finger of said fourtli paw of 
contact fingers ha\ ing an inclined portion and a contact surface , the substantiallv flat bodx 
portions of the first and second movable contacts being positioned back to back . 

15. (Amended) A pusher assembly for use in a contact block assembK , said 
pusher assembly comprising; 



a pusher; 



a window extending through said pusher [portion]; 



a first movable contact positioned within said \\ indow ; and 



a second mo\ able contact positioned [adjacent to] back to back w ith said first 



mo\ able contact w ithin said window . 
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( Aiiiciidcd) The pusher asseinbl\ ofclaim [ 15j H) wherein said seeond 



HKnahle coiilaet has a substantially flat body p(Mlion extending from a lirst end to a seeond end. 
a llrst eonlaet portion eoupled to said tlrst end of said substantially Hat body portion, said first 
eontact portion ha\'ing a first pair of contact fin^^ers; and a second contact portion coupled to said 
second end of said substantially flat body portion, said second contact portion ha\'ing a second 
pair of contact fingers, each contact finger of said first and second pairs of contact fingers ha\ mg 
an inclined portion and a contact surface, said second mo\ able contact being positioned oppoMle 
said first movable contact with said substantially flat body portion of said first mo\ able contact 
adjacent to said substantially fiat body portion of said second mov able contact. 

18. (Amended) The pusher assembly ofclaim 15 wherein said first movable 
contact has a first pair of fiangcs and second mov able contact has a second pair of tlanges for 
retaining said first and said second movable contacts [and said second] within said window. 

20. (Amended) The pusher assembly ofclaim [1 5] J_9 wherein said first 
w mdow and said second window are formed in a first portion of said body portion. 

22. (Amended) The pusher assembly ofclaim 21 wherein said [a) recess 
formed in said first portion of said body portion further extends to a second portion of said bod\ 
portion. 
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27. (Amended) A method of assembling a pusher asseinhK ha\ iiig a movable 
eontacl. said method comprising: 

inserlmg a first movable contact into a pusher; 
inserting a second movable contact into said pusher; 

retaining said first movable contact and said second mo\ able contact back to back 
within said pusher by a spring. 

28. (Rewritten) A method of assembling a pusher assembly having a movable 
contact, said method comprising: 

inserting a first movable contact into a pusher; 
inserting a second movable contact into said pusher; 

retaining said first movable contact and said second mo\ able contact w ithin said 
pusher bv a spring, [The method of claim 27] wherein said steps of inserting said first mo\'able 
contact and said second movable contacts are performed simultaneously. 

29. (Rew ritten) [The method of claim 27 further comprising a step ol] A 
method of assembling a pusher assembly hax ing a mov able contact, said method c omprising: 

inserting a first mov able contact into a pusher; 
inserting a second niovable contact into said pusher: 
rotating said first and second movable contacts to a substantialK horizontal position: 

21 
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and 



rctaini nu said first movable contact and said second niovahic contact w ithm said 
pusher by a spring . 



31 . (Amended) The method of claim 27 wherein said step of retaining 
comprises retaining said first and second movable contacts against a shoulder of [said second] a 
w indow. 

32. (Amended) A method for assembling a pusher assembly, said method 
comprising the steps of : 

inserting a first movable contact and a second movable contact into a first position 
in a first window of a pusher; 

moving said first movable contact and said second movable contact to a second 
window of said pusher; 

rotating first movable contact and said second movable contact to a second 
position within said second window ; and 

positioning said first movable contact and said second movable contact, de fining a 
pair of movable contacts^ adjacent to each other. 



